
 

Recently there has been some confusion around how the Duke of Edinburgh program works and 
how it fits in with the Boys’ Brigade program. This document should explain everything you need to 
know about the Duke of Edinburgh program heading into 2019. If you have any further questions, please 
contact me as I have completed most of the program and will hopefully be able to answer most of your 
questions. If you have a specific enquiry, feel free to contact the relevant Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Authority. (contact details provided in document) 

Also this document is in trial, so all feedback is welcome on how this can be improved to 
maximise its user-friendliness.  

Good Luck! 

14th VIC Werribee 

 



 

 

 

The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award 
and The Boys’ 
Brigade 
A Guide to The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
and how it joins with The Boys’ Brigade. 

Proudly produced by 14th VIC Werribee, Australia March 2019 

1 

14th VIC Werribee Boys’ Brigade 

14th VIC Werribee Boys’ Brigade the adventure begins here 



 

 

 

 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

 

2 

14th VIC Werribee Boys’ Brigade the adventure begins here 

What is the Duke of Edinburgh Program?........................................................PG 3 

How old do I have to be?...........................................................................................PG 3 

Where do I wear my DofE Badges?.....................................................................PG 3 

How is the Duke of Edinburgh program structured?......................................PG 4  

What is involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Program?...................................PG 5 

How does this fit in with the Boys’ Brigade Badge System?.........................PG 6 

How much does Duke of Ed Cost?.......................................................................PG 7 

Can I Skip a Badge?...................................................................................................PG 8 

The Residential Project……………………………………………………………………………………….PG 9 

Signing Up for the Award……………………………………………………………………..……….……..PG 10 

Recording Your Progress……………………………………………………………………………….…..PG 11 

Activity Examples…………………………………………………………………………………..….…………..PG 12 

The Bridge Award……………………………………………………………………………………….…………PG 13 

Summary Sheet…………………………………………………….…………….………At back of Document 

 

 
Quick Find 

Age Requirements ……….PG 3 

Award Structure ……….PG 5 

Cost ……….PG 7 

Sign Up ……….PG 10 

The Bridge Award ……….PG 13 

 

Full Table of Contents 
 

 

Summary Sheet located at 

back of document. 



 

Across the entire Duke of Edinburgh in Victoria 
there are 7 levels. The first 4 are called the “Compass 
Program” and are aimed at youth aged 10-14. The 
second group is what you will probably recognise as 
the traditional Duke of Edinburgh awards. These three 
are aimed at youth aged 14 and onwards. There is also 
The Bridge Award designed for those over 14 who are 
living with a disability. 

4 Levels 

Lv1    BB Age 10 

Lv2    BB Age 11 

Lv3    BB Age 12 

Lv4    BB Age 13 

Bronze    BB Age 14 

Silver    BB Age 15 

Gold    BB Age 16 

What’s my BB Age? 

BB Age is determined by how old you turn that year. 

For example: If you turned 17 in November this year 

you would be BB Age 17 for the whole year. So 

someone born in 2005 would be BB Age 14 for the 

whole of 2019 regardless of what month their 

birthday is. 

Where do I wear my DofE badge? 

The badges obtained through the Duke of 
Edinburgh Program are worn on the 
LEFT armband. Only the highest level 
that a boy has achieved is worn.  

 

For example, the boy whose armband is 
pictured right has completed all 4 levels 
of compass and his bronze DofE. The 
bronze is his highest achievement so 
that is all he wears. 

Compass/Bridge/DofE Sir William 

Alexander Smith 

PentaPAC 

Queens Badge 

The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

What is the Duke of Edinburgh Program? 

 The DofE Award is a program created by the Duke of Edinburgh who was inspired by the Boys’ 
Brigade Award System. The award endeavours to encourage young people to engage in a broad range 
of activities. The award is now in over 140 countries and recognised by many employers as a 
representation of positive character. 
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How old do I have to be? 

 



 

 
How is the Duke of Edinburgh program structured? 

Throughout the first 6 levels of the program there are 4 components to each award, For the Gold                 
award there is an extra component as well as the normal 4. 

This is how the DofE Website summarises the 4 components: 

Voluntary Service 

The Voluntary Service Section of the Award 
encourages young people to volunteer their time to 
and understand the benefits of this Voluntary Service 
to their community, to connect with your community 
and give service to others and their communities.  

The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

Physical Recreation 

The Physical Recreation Section of the Award 
encourages young people to participate in sport and 
other physical recreation for the improvement of 
health, wellbeing and fitness. 

Skills 

The Skills Section of the Award encourages the 
development of personal interests and practical and 
social skills. 

Adventurous Journey 

The Adventurous Journey Section encourages a 
sense of adventure whilst undertaking a team 
journey or expedition. As part of a small team, 
participants will plan, train for and undertake a 
journey with a defined purpose in an unfamiliar 
environment. 
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The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

What is involved in the Duke of Edinburgh program? 

The components of the award may stay the same, but the requirements of each award are 

different. You will notice that the compass award follows a similar hour-based structure as Boys’ 

Brigade. However, once you begin your Bronze, Silver or Gold award it is based on you completing a task 

regularly over a certain number of months. This is why it is important to sign up early in the year with the 

higher awards, so you have time to complete them before many weekly activities breakup for Christmas. 

You must average 1 hour per week throughout however many months your award goes for. 

Bronze Only: Service, Physical or Skill (your choice) must be done for an additional 3 

months 

Until you reach Gold all 

your Adventurous 

Journey can generally 

be done through BB. 

COMPASS 

You have until you turn 

25 to complete any 

award you start.  So you 

don’t have to do all the 

components at once, 

although it is a good 

idea to at least overlap 

some of you activities. 
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The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

How does this fit in with the Boys’ Brigade badge system? 

The Boys’ Brigade awards system and the Duke of Edinburgh program match up which 

means you can use the same activities for each. Here is a diagram of how the awards pair up: 

 

For the Voluntary Service section you can 

use the same activity for the Boys’ Brigade 

Community Service badge 

For the Physical section you can use the 

same activity for the Boys’ Brigade 

Physical and Sportsman badges 

For the Skills section you can use the same 

activity for the Boys’ Brigade Skills badge 

For the Adventurous Journey section, you 

can use the same activity for the Boys’ 

Brigade Expedition and Environmentalist 

badges 
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The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

Please note that not every activity that meets the requirements for the DofE program 

meets the requirements for Boys’ Brigade badges. Make sure that the activity you choose meets 

the requirements for both, otherwise you will have to put in twice the work. When you input your 

chosen activity into the DofE log book your assessor will have to approve it, This ensures you are 

doing the right thing before you start. 

One example of this is the Voluntary Service component of the DofE program. If you used 

the Relay for Life for your community service, as many boys do, you would meet the requirements 

for the Boys’ Brigade Badge. However, if you were doing Bronze, Silver or Gold DofE you would not 

have met the requirements for your Voluntary Service as you have to do the activity over multiple 

months. 

How much does Duke of Ed cost? 

You have to pay for the Duke of Edinburgh Award for each award you start from Compass 

through to Gold. Please remember that you have to pay when you sign up to start your award so 

make sure you plan out how you are going to complete the award before you start. 

The costs for 2019 are: 

 

There is fee assistance available from AFAP (Awards Funding Assistance Program). To be eligible you 
must not be able to participate in the award due to social or economic disadvantage. To make an 

application please contact the DofE Victoria office via email or phone. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Victoria 

Email: info@dukeofedvic.org.au 

Phone: (03) 8412 9333 

How is AFAP funded? 

AFAP is funded by individuals as well 

as Award Units fundraising during 

Dukes Week celebrations. 
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Compass & Bridge: $95 for levels 1 & 2 and $95 for levels 3 & 4 (registration covers 2 levels) 

Duke of Ed: Bronze  $169 Silver  $179 Gold  $189 

 

mailto:info@dukeofedvic.org.au


 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

Can I skip a badge? 

None of the 7 awards are requirements to do the next badge. You do not have to have 

completed compass to begin bronze and you do not have to do bronze to do silver or silver to do 

gold. This means that if you don’t do compass then you will be at no disadvantage and can begin 

bronze the same as someone who had done all 4 levels of compass.  

However, there are some additional requirements if you skip a level of bronze, silver or 

gold. They are as follows: 

 

Major Sections 

The Major Sections in DofE are Service, Physical 

Recreation or Skill. 
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Note that ALL Bronze 

participants must do an extra 3 

months in one major section. This 

is regardless of whether you have 

done the Compass Award. This is 

because the Compass and Bridge 

Awards are only run in Victoria. 



 

 
The Residential Project 

For the Compass awards, Bronze and Silver there are only 4 sections, 

Voluntary Service, Physical, Skills and Adventurous Journey. However, for the Gold 

award there is an extra section. It is called the Residential Project and is described by 

the DofE as the following: 

 

 

 

The Gold Residential Project offers Gold Award Participants unique                    
experiences that truly broaden horizons and challenges their outlook. 

At the heart of the Gold Residential Project is the undertaking of         
purposeful experience with people who are not their usual companions, work-
ing towards a common goal!  Adding to this, the young person is also  outside of 
their usual place of residence, often in an unfamiliar environment. 

It is hoped that the Gold Residential Project rewards Gold Award        
Participants with a sense of personal achievement, enhanced social               
connection with new and interesting people, and a truly life changing                
experience! 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

The project must involve you being away for at least 5 days and 4 nights. The 

most popular choices for the Residential Project are: Youth Camps, a school 

exchange, sports & coaching camps or construction/community projects. 
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The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

Signing Up for the Award 

To sign up for the duke of Edinburgh Program go to www.onlinerecordbook.org  
 

 

 

Fill in your Operating 

Authority as Victoria and your 

Award Unit as The Boys’ 

Brigade Victoria. Then select 

that you do know your Award 

Leader. Finally fill out their 

email address (see below). 

 

 

Finally select the award you 

are completing and fill out 

the rest of the application. 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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Register yourself as an Award Participant 

 

 

 

Award Leader 

Each company has their own leader 
who is a registered DofE Award 
Leader. For 14th VIC Werribee it is: 

Daniel Farrugia 

boysbrigadewerribee@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.onlinerecordbook.org/


 

 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

Recording Your Progress 

Once you have signed up you will have access to the Online Record Book. This is where you 

will log all of your activity as you go through your award. Upon the completion of all the criteria you 

will submit this to your award assessor. It is important to regularly update this log to avoid the 

stress of having to remember what you did months ago. 
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The Duke of Edinburgh Program 



 

  

The Duke of Edinburgh Program 

The Bridge Award 

 Duke of Edinburgh Victoria introduced this award alongside the Compass 

Award. It is aimed at those 14 or older who have a disability. There is no age specified 

for each of the levels as long as the participant is over 14 and under 25. Its structure 

resembles the format of the Compass Award in that it is hour based.  

 

 

 

 If you have any questions about the Duke of Edinburgh Program, please feel free to speak to 

Boys’ Brigade or you can contact the Duke of Edinburgh Program directly.   For more information 

you can visit any of the relevant websites but be sure that the information you are reading is for 

Victorian participants as each country/state runs the award slightly different. 

 

 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Victoria 

Email: info@dukeofedvic.org.au 

Phone: (03) 8412 9333 

W: www.dukeofedvic.org.au 

Online Record Book Helpdesk 

Email: orb@dukeofed.com.au 

Phone: 1300 438 537 (prompt 1) 

Duke of Ed Australia 

Email: admin@dukeofed.com.au 

Phone:  02 8241 1500 (prompt 3) 

W: www.dukeofed.com.au 

 All information correct at time of production (March 2019). Information and images sourced from Duke of 

Edinburgh Victoria, Australia or United Kingdom and The Boys’ Brigade Australia Senior’s Handbook. Picture of Queens 

Badge Sourced from picclickimg.com. 
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COMPASS 
Compass  

Lv1: BBAge 10  

Lv2: BBAge 11 

Lv3: BBAge 12 

Lv4: BBAge 13 

Duke of Ed 

Bronze: BBAge 14 

Silver: BBAge 15 

Gold: BBAge 16 

 

Age Requirements 

 

Cost 

 
Lv1 & 2:  $95  

Lv3 & 4:  $95 

 

DofE 

Bronze: $169 

Silver:  $179 

Gold:  $189 

 

Signing Up for the Award 

 

 

 

Contact DofE Vic 

Email: info@dukeofedvic.org.au 

Phone; (03) 8412 9333  

 

 

Fee assistance is available 

 

 

The Bridge Award  

Compass and Bridge fees pay 

for two levels 

 

 

Go to www.onlinerecordbook.org 

 Operating Authority: Victoria 

Award Unit: The Boys’ Brigade 

Award Leader: Daniel Farrugia 

boysbrigadewerribee@gmail.com 

Compass/Bridge 

mailto:info@dukeofedvic.org.au
http://www.onlinerecordbook.org/

